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Yesterday’s Kids is a softball league that proves you are never too old to have fun!

A message from your president, Wayne Carlisle New Rules to Speed up the Game

First inning: Regular rules.

Asauriation marks thie 250th - Second and Third innings: Visitors hit twice, then the

niversary of America's founding on

elebrating America’s '

: home team hits twice.
zszgth l;\.nnlvers* July 4th, 1776,itis an occasion for re- - Ill Fourth and Fifth innings: Visitors hit twice, then the
¢ flection on our shared history and the [}| home team hits twice.
journey that has brought us to this Sixth & Seventh inning: Back to regular rules.Visitors
moment. This milestone provides an hit, then home team hits.
Patrick Henry's powerful declaration ~ opportunity to honor the enduring This change is on a trial basis and is intended to speed
during his speech at the Second Vir- principles and values that have up games to avoid some surnmer heat.
ginia Convention on March 23,1775,  shaped the United States and to cele- [fi NEW START TIMES
“Give me liberty or give me death” brate the progress we have made to-  [f| Games played before the week of July 4th:
was a rallying cry for the American gether over the centuries. Games start time 10:00 AM.
Revolution. Yesterday's Kids, we commem- Beginning on the Monday after July 4th:
The events that unfolded between orate this significant anniversary by Games start time will be 9:30 AM.
the Boston Tea Party and the battles  affixing the 250th image on our Beginning on the Monday after Labor Day:
at Concord marked a significant trans-  shirts this year. Let us reaffirm our Games start at 10:00 AM.
formation in the relationship be- commitment to unity, freedom, and
tween the American Colonies and the pursuit of a better future for all A word about our 2026 Sponsor:
Great Britain.What began as a protest ~ Americans. May this 250th year be a Dr.Robb Pettit
against taxation and unfair policies time for renewed hope and dedica- Beacon Ortho M= —
escalated into open resistance, ulti- tion to the ideals that continue pedics’MACI
mately setting the stage for the Rev-  to define our nation. hTr;eatmentm’:u{ ‘
olutionary War on April 19,1775. I'll see you on the field. etﬁ)::;;?:d"'
Thanks to our 2026 Coaching Staff potentially avoid
Monday Tuesday Thursday aknee replace- ;
Steve Eberly Tom Haas & Steve Eberly menk
Tom Kloenne Augie Lang Tom Kloenne I?vr‘ Pde.tt.it comé)IF?ted hits fellpwsship trainipghin Spotr_ts
; edicine and Reconstructive Surgery at the presti-
Bhg;rh:gﬂrsézrn Aeot Latmbert Bc;t;:ﬂ:vzr;sdon gious Beth Israel New England Baptist Hospital (affili-
To@imad R(?n Pfeffer ton Matlon ated with Harvgrd_ and Tufts academic programs).
Hor Marian Jim Hunt PaulVissler He hag a spgqa} lnterest_m knee and shou_ldgr
Pt ess] sk preservation utilizing te.ch.m.ques to prolong.)omt
Tom Haas & health and delay or avoid joint replacement in young
Doug Decatur & Dick VonBokern active patients.
Gary Neihesiel Doug Decatur &

During his time in Boston, he served as an assis-

Wayne Catlisie tant team physician for the Boston Celtics, New Eng-

. “The Land of the Free and the Home of The Brave” land ~Free Jacks (major Igallgue rughy). and the
' Merri-mack Warriors Division 1 teams.
God Biess. America, La”q thatl love. _ Dr. Pettit is a team physician for the Cincinnati
Stand Beside Her and Guide Her through the Night Reds, Florence Y'alls, St. Xavier High School and other

with a Light from Above” High Schools
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In this issue we are pleased
to spotlight the heroic deeds of
Yesterday’s Kid, Paul Wilson.
Paul joined Yesterday's Kids
Men's Senior Softball in 2012
and 2026 will be his fifteenth
year.

Paul’s journey began in Sep-
tember 1962, when he enlisted
in the Marine Corps with the ambition of becoming a
Marine aircraft pilot. After earning his aviator wings in
July 1964, he was briefly stationed in Spain before being
assigned to a Marine F-8 fighter squadron in Beaufort,
South Carolina.

The F-8 was a premier fighter aircraft for both the
Navy and Marine Corps, recognized as one of the fastest
in their arsenal.On only his second flight, Paul achieved
a speed of 1,000 miles per hour—well above Mach 1,
which is 761 mph.

In February 1966, Paul received orders for the West-
ern Pacific Command.While he anticipated immediate
deployment to Vietnam, he was instead assigned to a
Marine A-4 Sky-
hawk attack
squadron in
Japan which was
preparlng forits
own deployment.
: The A-4 Sky-

hawk is a com-

pact, lightweight

attack jet widely

used by both the
Navy and the Marines. Notably, it was the aircraft piloted
by John McCain when he was shot down, and it featured
as the plane flown by Jester and Viper in the original
“Top Gun."

By July 1966, Paul was stationed at
the Marine Air base at Chu Lai, South
Vietnam, located about 170 miles south
of the North Vietnamese border.The
airfield’s runway, constructed from in-
terlocking aluminum sections, was
functional in dry weather but posed a
significant risk of hydroplaning during
wet conditions. To address this, the
base installed arresting gear wire and

Paul was trained on the F-8, a premier
Marine Fighter Aircraft.

«**

This is a special feature to the Yesterday’s Kids Newsletter—in following issues we will
introduce a veteran and hear of their military experiences.

Highlighted here is Marine Aircraft Pilot Paul Wilson

When Paul was deployed to Viet Nam he
switched to the A-4 Skyhawk.

landing mirrors like those used on aircraft carriers, al-
lowing planes—using extended landing hooks—to de-
celerate from 140 mph to a stop in under 200 feet. By
the fall,a new 10,000-foot concrete runway was com-
pleted just west of the original metal runway.

Paul's A-4 was equipped for a variety of missions, car-
rying bombs, rockets, or 20mm cannon as required. His
primary responsibility was providing close air support
to Marines on the ground, but he also participated in
helicopter escort missions and undertook several flights
into Laos and North Vietnam.The missions Paul found
most rewarding were those in which he helped save a
Marine platoon under ambush.

During operations in South Vietnam, small arms fire
posed the greatest threat. While some flights over Laos

and North Vietnam occurred without incident, encoun-
tering Soviet surface-to-air missiles or radar-directed
37mm cannon was significantly more

perilous. ‘ : '

The most somber moments came ' '
when a fellow pilot failed to return from s
aerial combat. The base was occasionally ,
attacked by rockets and Chinese mor- )-rf Y
tars, forcing him to divert to other air- T
bases during such bombardments.

On some occasions, after returning from night radar-
directed bombing missions over the North, Paul would
strip was illuminated by smudge pots, many of which
were extinguished by wind and sand, making landings
even more hazardous.

Throughout his service, Paul flew a total of 207 mis-
sions, with nearly all launched from the Marine Air Base

at Chu Lai. For his"heroic or merito-
the Air Medal—not just once, but
twelve times.
Reflecting on their Marine Corps
experiences, Ron Marion expressed,
“I wouldn’t take a million dollars for
the experience.You couldn't give

a mission.
Paul’s experiences were not limited to

find the base’s electricity knocked out.Instead of the

usual green, white, and red runway lights, the landing
rious achievement while participat-
ing in aerial flight,” he was awarded
me a million dollars to do it again.”

Sempre Fi (Always Faithful)




